Student-Parent Handbook

e The truancy prevention facilitator for the district is: Pam Seipp, Administrative Consultant;
peipp@doss.txed.net or 830-669-2411

A court of law may impose penalties against the parent if a school-aged student is deliberately not
attending school. The district may file a complaint against the parent if the student incurs ten or more
unexcused absences within a six-month period in the same school year.

If a student age 12—-18 incurs ten or more unexcused absences within a six-month period in the same
school year, the district, in most circumstances, will refer the student to truancy court.

[See policies FEA(LEGAL) and FED(LEGAL) for more information.]

Attendance for Credit or Final Grade (All Grade Levels)

To receive credit or a final grade in a class, a student must attend the class at least 90 percent of the days
it is offered. A student who attends fewer than 90 percent of the days the class is offered will be referred
to the attendance review committee. The committee will determine whether there are extenuating
circumstances for the absences and how the student can regain credit or a final grade.

[See policy FEC for more information.]

With the exception of absences due to serious or life-threatening iliness or related treatment, all absences,
excused or unexcused, may be held against a student’s attendance requirement. To determine whether
there were extenuating circumstances for any absences, the attendance committee will use the following
guidelines:

e If makeup work is completed, absences listed under Compulsory Attendance—Exemptions on page
22 will be considered extenuating circumstances.

e Atransfer or migrant student incurs absences only after he or she has enrolled in the district.

e Absences incurred due to the student’s participation in board-approved extracurricular activities will
be considered by the attendance committee as extenuating circumstances if the student makes up the
work missed in each class.

e The committee will consider the acceptability and authenticity of documented reasons for the
student’s absences.

e The committee will consider whether the student or student’s parent had any control over the
absences.

e The committee will consider the extent to which the student has completed all assignments, mastered
the essential knowledge and skills, and maintained passing grades in the course or subject.

e The student or parent will be given an opportunity to present any information to the committee about
the absences and discuss ways to earn or regain credit or a final grade.

The student or parent may appeal the committee’s decision to the board by following policy FNG(LOCAL).
Official Attendance-Taking Time (All Grade Levels)

The district will take official attendance every day at 9:00 a.m. which is during the second instructional
hour as required by state rule.
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Sexual Harassment

[See Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation on page 33.]

Special Programs (All Grade Levels)

The district provides special programs for gifted and talented students, students who are homeless,
students in foster care, bilingual students, migrant students, English learners, students diagnosed with
dyslexia, and students with disabilities. The coordinator of each program can answer questions about
eligibility requirements, as well as programs and services offered in the district or by other organizations.
A student or parent with questions about these programs should contact the Administrative Consultant,
Pam Seipp at (830) 669-2411.

The Texas State Library and Archives Commission’s Talking Book Program provides audiobooks free of
charge to qualifying Texans, including students with visual, physical, or reading disabilities such as dyslexia.

STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness)
Grades 3-8

In addition to routine tests and other measures of achievement, students at certain grade levels are
required to take the state assessment, called STAAR, in the following subjects:

e Mathematics, annually in grades 3-8
e Reading, annually in grades 3-8

e Science in grades 5 and 8

e Social Studies in grade 8

STAAR Alternate 2 is available for eligible students receiving special education services who meet certain
state-established criteria as determined by the student’s ARD committee.

STAAR Spanish is available for eligible students for whom a Spanish version of STAAR is the most
appropriate measure of their academic progress.

Failure to Perform Satisfactorily on STAAR Reading or Math

If a student in grades 3-8 does not perform satisfactorily on the state assessment, the district will provide
accelerated instruction for the student. A student who does not attend accelerated instruction may violate
school attendance requirements.

For a student who does not perform satisfactorily on the math or reading assessment in grades 3, 5, or 8,
the district will establish an accelerated learning committee (ALC), which includes the student’s parent, to
develop an educational plan for accelerated instruction to enable the student to perform at the
appropriate grade level by the conclusion of the next school year. The district will document the
educational plan in writing and provide a copy to the student’s parent.

The parent of a student in grades 3, 5, or 8 who fails to perform satisfactorily on the math or reading
assessment may:
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